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consciousness until we distinguish subject and predicate.
In the absence of this distinction there is only uncon-
scious presupposing or assuming. But when the dis-
tinction is made it is essentially analogous to that of
question and answer.

So far as our thought is indeterminate there can be
neither truth nor error. But it must be remembered that
our thought is never purely indeterminate. A question
always limits the range of alternatives within which its
answer is sought; and the question itself may be infected
with error. A man for instance may set out to find the
square root of two. In the formulation of the question
he leaves it undetermined what special numerical value
the root of two has. But he assumes that it has some
determinate numerical value. To this extent his question
is infected with error, and it can have no real answer
unless it is reshaped. If he seems to himself to find an
answer, he does but commit a further error- What he
thinks he wants to know, is not what he really wants to
know. Hence in finding what he really wants to know
he must alter the form of his question.

This leads me to make a suggestion in terminology.
The term 'content of thought' is perpetually* being used
with perplexing vagueness. I propose to restrict its
application. We cannot, without doing violence to
language, say that the indeterminate, as such, is part of
the content of thought For it is precisely what the
thought does not contain, but only intends to contain.
On the contrary, we can say with perfect propriety that it
belongs to the intent of the thought It is what the
conscious subject intends when its selective interest
singles out this or that object

From this point of view we can deal advantageously
with a number of logical and epistemological problems*
For instance it throws light on the proposed division of
propositions into analytic and synthetic. Whatever can
be regarded as a judgment, whether expressed in words
or not, is and must be both analytic and synthetic It is
synthetic as regards content and analytic as regards intent.